
October 1, 2026

The Right Honourable Sir Chris Bryant MP
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland Office
1 Horse Guards Road
London
SW1A 2HQ
United Kingdom

Dear Secretary of State Bryant,

As Members of the Friends of Ireland Caucus, we respectfully urge you and the Government of the United 
Kingdom to cancel the Orange Order parade on Garvaghy Road. Without decisive action, we risk reopening one
of the most painful chapters of Northern Ireland’s history and undermining nearly three decades of peace, 
stability, and reconciliation made possible by the Good Friday Agreement.

Over the last three decades, the progress made on the island of Ireland has been nothing short of extraordinary. 
Twenty-eight years have passed since the signing of the Good Friday Agreement, and a generation has grown 
without a single memory of the Troubles. Whether they realize it or not, their hopes and aspirations will forever 
be shaped by years of tireless diplomacy that have brought us to this moment.

It was that same 28-year period that saw the end of the controversial Orange Order marches on Garvaghy Road 
in a majority-Catholic area of Portadown. During the Troubles, these parades became a symbol of the sectarian 
tensions, public disorder, and violence that once threatened Northern Ireland’s peace. The Parades Commission 
has prevented the proposed march down Garvaghy Road year after year, and for good reason. This march 
harkens back to decades of sectarian rule and the divisions that defined one of the darkest periods in Ireland’s 
history. For those who have dedicated their lives to achieving peace and stability, allowing this march to 
proceed would reopen wounds that have yet to fully heal. For the next generation, who want nothing more than 
peace, prosperity, and a shared future, this would represent a marked step backward.

This is a consequential moment on the island of Ireland, which is why we respectfully urge you to put a stop to 
this march. Failing to intervene and allowing this contentious parade to move forward would risk undermining 
the progress that has been painstakingly built over the past three decades. As a guarantor of the Good Friday 
Agreement, the United States has a vested interest in seeing the principles embodied in the accord upheld, 
ensuring the gains we have achieved can be enjoyed for generations to come.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
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